BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
However, even in this unfavourable situation, there
are two factors to be set down on Great Britain's side
of the account. As things are to-day, she could rely
on the French fleet for co-operation in the Mediter-
ranean, whilst in the Pacific Ocean she could also rely
on the powerful United States Navy as an ally in a war
against Japan, though, of course, the active interven-
tion of the United States would presuppose some clear
threat to her own interests.
Another unfavourable change which has come about
in the European situation is that Russia, the strong and
reliable ally of 1914, has since developed into a
thoroughly unreliable country of highly problematical
military value as an ally, and one which for ideological
reasons alone is not an acceptable ally for Great
Britain.
As against these big unfavourable changes in the
situation a number of minor, but favourable changes
must be enumerated in order of importance : the
disappearance of the big, though crumbling Ottoman
Empire and the rise of modern Turkey, limited in
strength, but, still, a friend and not an enemy. This
fact has had the incidental result that Palestine has
become a strong point for the command of the Eastern
Mediterranean and of the Suez Canal zone, and in
Mesopotamia an allied State, Iraq, has been established
so that these two circumstances together give Great
Britain a land way in and out of the Mediterranean
to the Persian Gulf. The seizure of Germany's colonies
in Africa means that British shipping to-day has nothing
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